Brief Record Note of the 8th meeting of National Transport Development Policy Committee (NTDPC) held on 12.02.2011 at Yojna Bhawan, New Delhi.
The list of participants is annexed (Annex 1).
The Chairman National Transport Development Policy Committee (NTDPC) welcomed the Committee members and briefed them on the agenda for the meeting.
1. Presentation by Ministry of Coal

The representatives of Ministry of Coal made a presentation on the coal demand and supply trends and projections, trends in coal imports, modal mix of coal transport, major coal fields and critical rail links, and viability of coal slurry transportation (Annex 2). It was stated that there was an urgent need to expedite construction of dedicated rail corridors and critical rail links to potential coal fields, develop inland waterways and strengthen port infrastructure to cater to demands of coal industry. The following suggestions were made by the Members of the Committee:

(a) Viability of transporting coal from pits to power plants should be examined carefully in comparison to pithead generation and transmission of electricity.
(b) Carbon emissions from coal mining, transport and power generation should be studied to understand the environment impact of coal industry in totality.
(c) There is a need to look into technological developments that would be required for bringing in cleaner modes of transport.

(d) The Chairman stressed the importance of understanding the energy-transport nexus along with the import scenarios for coal, petroleum and other energy sources. 
The following decision was made:

(i) A Working Group on transport-energy nexus to be set up under the chairmanship of Secretary, Ministry of Power to look into the potential locations of fuel production and power generation that could up in the next two decades and hence the transport links required for the same. The Working Group may cover other bulk commodities particularly iron and steel. The Working Group would include representatives from Ministry of Steel, Coal, Power, Petroleum and Natural Gas, Roads, Railways, and Ports and Shipping.
2. Presentation by Shri Arvind Kumar

Shri Arvind Kumar, Convenor, Working Group on Roads made a presentation on his observations on the status of infrastructure in China based on his study tour to China in October 2010 (Annex 3). Among other observations, he stated that the BOT model employed in road construction had not been successful, there was a strong focus on building a high-speed rail network and fast evacuation of cargo through dedicated freight corridors, and development of high capacity ports, though the logistics costs are very high compared to those in countries such as USA and Japan. The presentation was followed by another presentation on China by Shri Anupam Khanna, Member, NTDPC Secretariat (Annex 4).
3. Review of the progress of Working Groups and consultations with stakeholders

The Chairman requested the Working Group representatives to report the status of the Working Group reports. It was noted that:
(a) Working Group on Railways is on track and will submit its report by the required deadline.
(b) Working Group on Roads will submit its report by end of April.

(c) Working Group on Shipping will submit its report by end of April.

(d) Draft reports of each sub-group under Working Group on Urban Transport are being prepared. The Working Group is organizing a national workshop to hold consultation with various stakeholders and invited the Committee members to the same. The Chairman reiterated that all stakeholder views should be recorded in writing and uploaded on the Committee website.
(e) Working Group on Civil Aviation would be meeting State Government representatives to take their views into account before submitting the Working Group report.
(f) Ministry of Petroleum would submit its views after holding wider consultations with private sector representatives.

The following decisions were made:
(i) Each Working Group to submit a note on work progress to NTDPC Secretariat.
(ii) NTDPC Secretariat to inform all Working Groups of the specific output required from their respective consultations with state governments.

(iii) NTDPC Secretariat to send a questionnaire to State Governments in addition to the individual consultations being undertaken by the various Working Groups.
4. Study on ‘Fiscal Issues and Allocative Efficiency’ for the Committee
The Chairman mentioned that NCAER had been requested to carry out a study on fiscal issues in relation to transport sector. In this regard, a proposal (circulated as agenda item) had been received from NCAER (Annex-5). The Committee approved the proposal.
5. Meeting held by Chairman with NTDPC Members on additional studies required

The Chairman informed the members of his meeting with Shri S. Sundar, Shri K.L. Thapar and Shri Dinesh Mohan and shared the topics of the studies that were suggested to be carried out by the Committee (Annex 6).
6. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 
Annex 1
The 8th meeting of the National Development Policy Committee held on 12th February, 2011 at 11.00 A.M. in Committee Room No. 122, Planning Commission, New Delhi.
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